2.0   Executive Summary


City of DIXON 

Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report

City of Dixon Parkway Boulevard Grade Separation Project
The City of Dixon will be the Lead Agency and will prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the City of Dixon Parkway Boulevard Grade Separation Project. The Notice of Preparation (NOP) initiates the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) process and provides for a 30-day scoping period to provide involved agencies and the public an opportunity to learn about the project and to solicit comments to assist the Lead Agency in identifying the range of actions, alternatives, mitigation measures, and significant effects to be analyzed in the EIR. The document will be prepared in accordance with CEQA Guidelines.  The project will be partially funded by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA). The remainder of the funding will come from City of Dixon Development Fees.

Project Name:
Parkway Boulevard Grade Separation Project

Applicant:
City of Dixon, 600 East A Street, Dixon, CA  95620

Lead Agency:
City of Dixon, 600 East A Street, Dixon, CA  95620

Contact:
Judith Buethe, Public Outreach Coordinator 


Parkway Boulevard Grade Separation Project
P.O. Box 773, Stockton, CA 95201-0773
(877) 464-4350
Hotline@buethepr.com
The 30-day public review period for the NOP has been established from February 15, 2005 through March 18, 2005.  A public scoping meeting will be held on Wednesday March 2, 2005 at 7:00 pm at the Dixon City Hall Council Chambers at 600 East A Street, Dixon, CA  95620.  Scoping is conducted in order for the lead agency, the City of Dixon, to receive early comments on scope of the EIR and comments on issues of concern regarding the proposed project. These scoping issues can be addressed within the subsequent Draft EIR that will be prepared for public and agency review. Comments should be in writing and submitted to:


Judith Buethe, Public Outreach Coordinator


Parkway Boulevard Grade Separation Project
P.O. Box 773, Stockton, CA 95201-0773

Due to the time limits mandated by State law, public and agency comments must be received no later than 5:00 p.m., March 18, 2005. 

Location:


The City of Dixon is located in the Central Valley region of Northern California, along the Highway 80 freeway corridor within Solano County.  The cities of Davis and Sacramento are located approximately six and 25 miles to the northeast, respectively, and the cities of Vacaville and San Francisco are located approximately 15 and 65 miles to the west, respectively.  The project site lies within or near Assessors Parcel Numbers (APNs) 109-130-01, 109-130-11, 114-031-02, 114-031-03, 114-031-04, 114-031-06, 114-033-01 and 114-033-14.  The project is located within California Mt. Diablo Meridian Section 23, Township 7N, Range 1E, at Latitude 38°, 26' N Longitude 121°, 49' W on the USGS 7.5-minute Dixon Quadrangle. Figures 1 and 2 illustrate the location of the proposed project.  

Proposed Project:

The proposed project would extend Parkway Boulevard from its existing eastern terminus (near the intersection of Parkway Boulevard and Valley Glen Drive) to a western terminus at Pitt School Road, with a grade-separated over-crossing structure over the Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) tracks and Porter Road (see Figures 1 and 2).  The Parkway Boulevard roadway is planned as a 80-foot (pavement width from face of curb to face of curb) wide minor arterial, striped for two travel lanes (one lane in either direction) with a raised median, Class II on-street bicycle lanes, sidewalks, and a design speed of 45 miles per hour.  Parkway Boulevard and the over-crossing structure would be constructed to be wide enough for an ultimate four-lane facility. This project is identified in the circulation element of the Dixon 1993 General Plan.

As shown on Figure 2, there are two Parkway Boulevard alternative alignments being considered at an equal level of analysis in the EIR, along with the “no project” alternative. The “orange” and the “green” alignment alternatives would include an 80-foot wide facility described above, along with the limits of the road embankment (toe of fill or soil). The Parkway Boulevard alignment alternatives would also include utility corridors adjacent to the toe of fill on both the north and south side of the alignment alternatives. Along the south side of the alignment, there would be a utility corridor containing a 21” sewer line and a 66” to 78” storm drain. The proposed 21” sewer line would run beneath Porter Road and the UPRR tracks and would connect to the existing sewer line associated with the Valley Glen Subdivision. The proposed 66” to 78” storm drain would discharge to the City of Dixon Pond A. On the north side of the roadway alignment alternatives, a proposed 12” water line would run beneath Porter Road and the UPRR tracks and would connect to the existing water line associated with the Valley Glen Subdivision. 

Where the new Parkway Boulevard alignment would intersect the existing two-lane Pitt School Road, Pitt School Road would be widened from two to three lanes to provide for turning movements at the intersection. The transition from the three-lane section back to a two-lane facility along Pitt School Road would take up to 450 feet. Therefore, some right-of-way acquisition may be required on the east side of Pitt School Road to accommodate the widening of Pitt School Road where it would intersect with the proposed Parkway Boulevard. Other than the intersection widening, Pitt School Road would be improved as a two-lane facility extending from the City-County limit to the north of the proposed Parkway Boulevard intersection and to Porter Road to the south of the proposed intersection. A temporary construction easement may be necessary along the east side of Pitt School Road for the length of the proposed improvements to allow for minor grading to conform from the improved two-lane roadway section back to existing ground.

The City of Dixon has major developments planned east and west of the UPRR tracks, including the projects within the Southwest Dixon Specific Plan and the Valley Glen Subdivision, which is currently under construction (discussed in the Southpark EIR).  The proposed Dixon High School will be constructed east of the Valley Glen Subdivision on SR 113, southeast of the Dixon May Fair Grounds.  The proposed Parkway Boulevard project is necessary to accommodate the expected increase in vehicular and pedestrian traffic along the Pitt School Road and State Route 113 corridors resulting from this planned growth.  

Construction of the proposed project would last approximately nine months, with construction scheduled to begin in Fall 2006 and end in Summer 2007. Construction would take place either between the hours of 7 a.m. and 4 p.m. or between 6 a.m. and 3 p.m. everyday during the week. The City does not anticipate a need for weekend or night construction for the proposed project.

The proposed City of Dixon Parkway Boulevard Grade Separation Project is intended to meet the following primary objectives:

1. Improve local traffic circulation;

2. Meet circulation goals set forth in the City of Dixon 1993 General Plan;

3. Relieve traffic congestion on West A Street;  

4. Connect Parkway Boulevard with Pitt School Road, providing an east-west connection between the Southwest Specific Plan, the Valley Glen Development, and the future high school on SR 113

5. Provide an east-west grade separated railroad crossing for emergency response vehicles; 

6. Minimize impacts to residential buildings;

7. Minimize impacts to agricultural and commercial functions of effected parcels; maximize use of remnant parcels;

8. Minimize impacts to railroad operations; and

9. Meet schedule for opening of the future high school (Fall 2007).

Environmental Effects:


Key resources and issue areas to be discussed as part of the EIR process would include:  geology, soils, and seismicity; hydrology, water quality, and stormwater runoff; hazardous waste and materials; air quality; noise; biological resources; historical and archaeological resources; land use and recreation; public services and utilities; transportation and circulation; aesthetics; growth-inducing impacts; and cumulative impacts.  A discussion of project alternatives will also be included in the EIR.
The following potentially beneficial environmental effects are expected to result from the proposed project:

· An improvement in traffic circulation, especially at the West A Street/SR 113 intersection during the PM peak hour and the cumulative improvement in traffic circulation.

· An improvement to public safety by providing east-west grade separated access (over the railroad tracks) for emergency response vehicles.

The following adverse environmental effects could potentially result from the construction and operation of the proposed project:

· Noise and dust impacts to sensitive receptors;

· Impacts associated with vehicle emissions;

· Impacts to the existing and planned drainage systems;

· Impacts related to erosion and soil stability;

· Potential for discovery of hazardous materials during excavation activities;

· Impacts to sensitive biological habitats and special-status plant species;

· Impacts to “wetlands” and “other waters of the U.S.;”  

· Impacts to cultural resources;

· Impacts to existing land uses and utilities;

· Impacts to traffic circulation; and

· Impacts to visual resources for sensitive receptors, including residents in the vicinity of the new roadway.
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